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SUBJECT: NIEe27/1: CHINESE COMMUNIST CAPABTLITINS AN DIPTENTINNS
WITH WISPRCT T0 PAIVAN
(Revised Conclusions for Board Consideration)
THE PIEOBLEM
To estimate Chinese Corpunist capabilities and intentions

with respeet to Talwan through 1952,
CORCIESTIONS

1. ‘xcept for a substantisl increase in air capabilities, the
over-all canpabilities of the ‘hinese Commmnirts to launch either a
large~scale invamion or limited surprise attacks arainst Thiwan
remain substantially unchanced singe April 1951 when WIie27 was
oublirhed, Chinese Yational capabilities to defend Tatwan have not
improved substantially since that date,

2. Provided that US policy with respect to Tafwan contimes,
Chineee Communist operatione apgainst Talwan would almost certainly
fail,

ds A largeeseale Commmist invasion attempt would
almost certainly f£21l unless surprise were achieved o

assure a fait accorpli before US air and naval forces could:
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be brought to bsar, e d» not believe that, under present
circumstances, the Comrmrists could achleve such surprise
in a large«scals atitack,

bs A Comunist attack with a limited mumber of olite
troons probably could achieve surprise, but the lstionalists,
without outside asplistance, could ainmost certainly contain
rmch an attack, unless the Comminists received timely larpee
scale reinforeenents, 71° naval and alr forces could alnoet

coartainly prevent such reinforcements,

3. If US policy with respect to Taiwan should chanse and the
15 did not partieipate in the defenme of Talwan, the Chinese
Natlionalist forces almost sertainly could not muccessfully defend

Talwan against a large-sgale Communist oneration,

e The Chinese Nationalist Government ie relatively stable
and serious factional strife is not expected so longas Chiang
Kal=shek hoads the povernment, Although the demise of Chiang
either from death or the unlikely event of a coup dletat would
congiderably wasaken morale, Hetinnalist military capabilities to
defend Talwan would be only slirhtly lessenad,

Se m balance, military, propagands and other indications do
not magrest that the Chinese Commnists plan an early abisek acainst

Taiwan,
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fie TIrrespective of whether the present situation in Korea
gontimues, an amistice is concluded, or larze-scale nostllities
are renowad, we beliove that the Chinese Commniste will not attack
Talwan during the period covered by thie estimate provided thst
the US does not withdraw its comiltment for the defense of Talwan,

5 j};fe believe that/during the period of this estimate, the

' Vel

i iﬂé, w’l‘t-“é"" ‘/‘ J
hay Yeconnaissance, ruisance, or destruction

Comumiate

raids {either by alr or eea) against Nationslist-held offshore is-
landes and nay assault and capture some of these islands, However,
we do not believe smuch actions would necesserily indicate that an

invagion of Talwen was isminent.

8, Over the longer term, we bolieve that the Chinese
Coruniste will attempt to seize Talwan if a favorable opportunity
should present itself, Howewor, if the relative mllitary strength
of the United tates and the Comminists in the Far sast rerains

_ subptantially unchanged, and if ©'8 woliey with respect to Teiwan
is not changed, we believe the Chinese Lommunists will not hazard
a military attack on Talwan,
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